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CYNGOR CYMUNED YR YSTOG 
CHURCHSTOKE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 
E J Humphreys MA Oxf, FdA Community Governance, FSLCC 

Clerc i’r Cyngor | Clerk to the Council 
 

2 Rowes Terrace, Plough Bank, Montgomery, Powys, SY15 6QD. 

 
MINUTES of COUNCIL ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING 

on Thursday 29th February 2024 at 7.30pm 
at Churchstoke Community Hall and remotely on Zoom-Pro platform. 

 
1.0 Welcome, Attendance, Apologies for Absence and Remote Meeting 

Etiquette: to record attendance, to receive and resolve if desired on apologies 
for absence, and to remind attendees to show civility and respect to all 
throughout the meeting in line with the obligations of the Code of Conduct. 
 
Attendance at the hall: Cllr M J Jones (Chair), Cllr J Jones, Cllr R K McLintock, 
Cllr A Richards, Cllr B L Smith, Cllr C P Smith, Cllr J N Wakelam, Cllr M A 
Whittall, Cllr D N Yapp. 
 
Attendance online: None. 
 
The Chair welcomed Councillors and Clerk to the meeting and reminded 
attendees to show civility and respect to all throughout the meeting. 
 
Apologies for absence approved by Council: None 
 
Apologies for absence received: Cllr D Bebb. 
 
Other Members Absent: None. 
 
In attendance: E J Humphreys (Clerk to the Council). 
 

2.0 Declarations of Members’ Interests and Dispensations: to receive 
declarations of interest from Members in accordance with Part III of the Local 
Government Act 2000, which established the Local Government Code of 
Conduct for Members, and to note Members’ dispensations.  Members are 
asked to submit any declaration forms to the Clerk (papers 2a-b previously 
circulated). 
Members declared personal/ prejudicial interests at the start/ during the 
meeting as follows: 

Agenda 
Number 

Item Councillor Nature of Declaration 

8.1 
Churchstoke Football 
Club 

D N Yapp 
Personal not prejudicial interest 
as member of Churchstoke 
Football Club 

 
3.0 Public Participation: to receive members of the public who wish to address 

the council in respect of any item of business included in the agenda.  Any 
member of the public wishing to speak must notify the Clerk by email to 
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clerk@churchstoke.org or telephone 01686-668790 or in person, no later than 
15 minutes prior to the start of the meeting.  Members of the public addressing 
the council are asked to respect matters of confidentiality and privacy. 
None. 
 

4.0 Electoral Matters: Co-Option to vacancies: Hyssington ward: to receive 
expression(s) of interest, if any, and to resolve to co-opt to vacancies. 
The Chair reminded Council of the vacancies remaining after the elections 5th 
May’22 and the Council’s Notices of Co-Option.  Members and the Clerk 
reported no further expressions of interest have been received.  The Clerk 
advised that interested parties should contact the Clerk and may attend 
meetings to observe council proceedings and business. 
 

5.0 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
5.1 To approve & sign the minutes as a correct record of the Ordinary Business 

Meeting 18th January 2024 (paper 5.1 previously circulated). 
The minutes of the Ordinary Business Meeting 18th January 2024 were 
reviewed. 
 
RESOLVED 
The minutes of the Ordinary Business Meeting 18th January 2024 are approved 
and signed as a correct record. 
 

 
Cllr A Richards joined the meeting at this point. 
 

 
5.2 To report, for information purposes only, matters arising from the minutes of the 

remote Ordinary Business Meeting 18th January 2024. 
5.2.1 (1.0) Attendance 

Cllr M A Whittall apologised retrospectively for his absence from the 
meeting. 

 
6.0 County Councillor & County Council Report: to welcome the local county 

councillor and to receive updates and exchange information on county council 
matters insofar as they effect the Churchstoke community (paper 6 previously 
circulated). 
In the absence of Cty Cllr D Bebb, the Chair referred Members to the written 
report on a number of county council ward issues including: 

• North Walks tree-works 

• Bus shelter at Co-Op 

• Drains and road issues 

• Crossing beacons not working. 
 

7.0 Planning & Building Control 
7.1 Planning & Building Control General Correspondence: 

7.1.1 Planning Aid Wales: to receive, if any, the latest planning news and 
training opportunities (paper 7.1.1 previously circulated). 
Council received details of training opportunities and latest news from 
Planning Aid Wales. The Clerk reminded Members the council has a 
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training budget and invited Members to let him know if they wish to 
attend the training events. 

Action – Members 
to inform Clerk 

 
7.1.2 Other Planning Correspondence: to receive and circulate for 

information such other planning and building control correspondence as 
will be brought to the attention of the council by the Clerk. 
a) Powys CC: Duty Planning Officer Service: information on the new 

Duty Planning Officer telephone line (01597 827272) which will go 
live from Monday 26th February to assist with all general planning 
queries and offer free, general planning advice and support. 

Action – Clerk to 
circulate to Members 

 
7.2 Powys CC Planning Determinations: to report from Powys CC notifying the 

community council of planning decisions, if any, in the community council area. 
Council received notice of Powys CC planning determinations as follows: 

Ref. Site Powys CC Decision 

23/1372/FUL Land adj. Hollydene, Hall Bank Approve 

23/1839/FUL The Broads, Churchstoke Approve 

 
7.3 Planning Inspectorate Appeals: Notices of Appeals to receive & resolve 

responses to Notices of Planning Appeals including but not limited to those 
listed below.  Later Notices may be considered at the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Appellant Site Description 

None 

 
7.4 Pre-application Consultations by Developers: to receive & resolve responses to 

pre-application consultations by developers including but not limited to those 
listed below.  Later applications may be considered at the discretion of the 
Chair. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None 

 
7.5 Planning Applications: 

7.5.1 To receive, for information, representations regarding planning 
applications. 
None. 
 

7.5.2 To receive & resolve responses to consultations; full application(s) 
detail(s) at http://pa.powys.gov.uk/online-applications/?lang=EN 
including but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may 
be considered at the discretion of the Chair. 
The Chair referred Members to the consultations. 
 
RESOVED 
CCC responds to consultations on planning applications as below: 
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Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

23/1929/FUL Mr Delves, 
Montgomery Natural 
Spring Water, 
Crosslikey 
Supermarket, 
Churchstoke, 

Montgomery 
Natural Spring 
Water, Crosslikey 
Supermarket, 
Churchstoke 

Erection of an 
extension 

S 

24/0198/HH Mr & Mrs Maclaine, 
Heather Cottage, 
Old Churchstoke 

Heather Cottage, 
Old Churchstoke 

Erection of detached 
garage 

S 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

7.6 Applications for Works to Trees Subject to Tree Preservation Order or in a 
Conservation Area – to receive & resolve responses to consultations including 
but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may be considered at 
the discretion of the Chair. 
The Chair referred Members to the consultations. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None 

 
7.7 Planning Enforcement: 

7.7.1 To report for information, planning enforcement matters within the 
community as will be brought to the attention of the council by the Clerk 
(inc. paper 7.7.1 previously circulated). 
a) Powys CC Ref OPDE/24/0024: Shepherds Whym Farm, Banks 

Head, Bishop Castle: the planning authority replies it is in the 
process of investigating CCC’s concerns and will inform of the 
outcome in due course. 

 
7.7.2 From CCC to Powys CC: to report planning enforcement matters within 

the community. 
The Chair invited Members to bring forward planning enforcement 
matters within the community for the attention of the planning authority. 
None. 

 
8.0 Recreation 
8.1 Churchstoke Football Club: to receive information from councillors on the future 

of the club, and resolve if desired, on possible implications for the council on its 
facilities at the recreation field. 
 
Declaration of Member’s Interest 

• Cllr D N Yapp declared a personal interest as a member of the football 
club. 

 
Council received verbal reports that the Churchstoke Football Club (CFC) has 
been unable to raise a team or fulfil its match fixtures for the rest of the season, 
although the club still exists as a body and hopes to re-energise next season 
and it is understood the club will continue to cut the grass on the playing area.  
The Clerk highlighted possible implications for the council if the club were to be 
wound up including grass cutting of the playing area (which is undertaken by 
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the club), and club assets of the grandstand and the field side rails and 
advertising. 
 
The Chairman thanked Members for the information and extended best wishes 
to the club for the future. 
 

9.0 Reports from Outside Bodies: to receive reports for information, if any, from 
representatives to outside bodies. 

9.1 Churchstoke Recreation Association (CRA): to receive and resolve a request 
from the CRA for CCC’s support on behalf of the community and as a user of 
the hall for a funding application to Wales Community Facilities Scheme for 
capital work on the building (paper 9.1 previously circulated) (Cllr C P Smith). 
Cllr C P Smith described a request from the CRA for CCC’s support for a 
funding application to Wales Community Facilities Scheme for capital work on 
the building.  The Clerk reminded Council that CRA is not seeking CCC as 
partners in the project, but merely seeks CCC’s support. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC is supportive of the Churchstoke Recreation Association, on behalf of the 
community and as a user of the hall, for a funding application to Wales 
Community Facilities Scheme for capital work on the building. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

9.2 Churchstoke Recreation Association (CRA): to receive and resolve a request 
from the CRA for CCC’s permission to place a 'Disabled Parking' sign on the 
fence between the hall entrance and the school (paper 9.2 previously 
circulated) (Cllr C P Smith). 
Cllr C P Smith described a request from the CRA for CCC’s permission to place 
a 'Disabled Parking' sign on the fence between the hall entrance and the 
school. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC has no objection in principle to the CRA placing a ‘Disabled Parking’ sign 
on the fence between the hall entrance and the school providing it can satisfy 
the council there will be no infringement of fire and access regulations from 
vehicles parked in the potential disabled parking space. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

9.3 Churchstoke Recreation Association (CRA): to receive information on the new 
local group Camlad Valley Community Wildlife Group and how it might work 
with CCC (paper 9.3 previously circulated) (Cllr C P Smith). 
Cllr C P Smith described information from the CRA on a new local group 
Camlad Valley Community Wildlife Group and how it might be able to work with 
CCC, particularly around the biodiversity duty.  Cllr C P Smith reported 
favourably on attendance as an individual member of the public at the new 
group’s AGM.  The Clerk indicated that CCC could, if invited and so chooses, 
be a member and elect a formal representative to the new group. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC invites the Camlad Valley Community Wildlife Group to a future meeting 
to describe its work, and is open to future consideration, if invited, in being a 
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member of the group, and/or being able work with the group to maintain and 
enhance biodiversity and resilience of local ecosystems. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

9.4 Powys CC: Quarterly Liaison Meeting 21st Feb’24: to receive a verbal report on 
attendance by the Chair and Clerk (paper 9.4a-b). 
The Clerk report on attendance at the liaison meeting at which matters 
discussed included, 

• Director’s Update 

• Leader’s Update 

• Planning Update (inc. enforcement) 

• Powys Public Services Board Well-being Plan. 
 

The Clerk advised that the quarterly meetings remain important as a forum of 
engagement between the two tiers of local government community although the 
format could be improved if there was more interaction between attendees. 
 

9.5 To receive reports for information, if any, from representatives to other outside 
bodies. 
None. 
 

10.0 Governance: Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Section 6 Report: to receive and 
resolve to approve the report (paper 10 previously circulated). 
The Clerk reminded Council the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (the Act) 
introduced an enhanced biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty (the 
S6 duty) on public bodies, and a parallel duty to report triennially on what the 
public body has done/ is doing to comply with the S6 duty.  Council received 
the Clerk’s report and recommendations. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC approves the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Section 6 report as set out 
in paper 10. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

11.0 Consultations and Engagements 
11.1 Powys CC Electoral Services: Review of Polling Districts and Polling 

Places/Stations: to receive the consultation closing 8th Mar’24, to resolve 
whether to respond and, if so, to delegate the response to the Clerk after 
reference to a working group here elected (paper 11.1a-b previously 
circulated). 
The Chair referred Council to the consultation. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC does not wish to respond to the consultation. 
 

12.0 Finance and Assets 
12.1 Finance Specific Correspondence: to circulate for information such financial 

correspondence, if any, as will be brought to the attention of the council by the 
Clerk. 
None. 
 



clerk@churchstoke.org www.churchstoke.org 

 

Minutes Ordinary Business Meeting 290224 DRAFT.docx Page 7 of 12 
 

12.2 Items Received Since Last Meeting: to report for information. 
The Clerk reported items received since the last meetings as follows: 

Payer Description £ 

NatWest Bank Gross interest Jan’24 40.21 

Total 40.21 

 
12.3 Items for Payment: to resolve to approve items for payment as follows: 

The Chair referred Members to the items listed for payment. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC authorises payments as follows: 

Chq Payee Description £ex vat £vat £total 

1602 
Powys County 
Council 

Recreation field bin 1st 
to 31st Dec’23 

15.44 0.00 15.44 

1603 
Powys County 
Council 

Cemetery bin 1st to 31st 
Dec’23 

7.72 0.00 7.72 

1604 E J Humphreys 
Computer Norton anti-
virus 

83.32 16.67 99.99 

1605 
Churchstoke 
Recr’n Assoc’n 

Room hire Nov, Dec, 
Jan 

72.00 0.00 72.00 

1606 AL & RA Powell 
Installation of 
replacement 
noticeboard 

400.00 80.00 480.00 

1607 E J Humphreys 
Admin exp Q3 Oct-
Dec’23 

327.64 22.01 349.64 

1608 E J Humphreys 
Christmas LED lights & 
batteries 

37.83 7.56 45.39 

Total for authorisation this meeting 943.95 126.24 1,070.18 

To report items previously authorised 

1609 E J Humphreys Clerk net salary Feb’24 As employment contract 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

12.4 Financial Balances: Consolidated Bank Balances: to report consolidated 
balances to date after transfers, receipts & payments. 
The Clerk reported the M&G Investments Charibond quarterly statement for 
1st Oct’23 to 31st Dec’23 as follows: 

Fund Number of shares Share Price (p) Value at 31/12/2023 (£) 

Charibond 100 111.84 111.84 

 
The Clerk reported on gross, ring-fenced funds & net available bank balances 
as follows: 

Item Current acc. £ Reserve acc. £ 

Gross balances 1,000.00 28,345.67 

Less consolidated ring-fenced funds 0.00 9,435.32 

Net balances available 1,000.00 18,910.35 

 
13.0 Highways & Rights of Way 
13.1 To receive for information notifications & diversion maps for works already 

actioned. 
Council received information and diversion maps for the closures already 
actioned as follows (papers 13.1.1 to 13.1.2 previously circulated): 
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13.1.1 Powys CC – Emerg Closure C2056 White Grit 25-31 Jan’24 
13.1.2 Powys CC – Temp Closure A489 Ch’stoke 12 Feb'24 

 
13.2 To receive for information notifications & diversion maps for works to be 

undertaken. 
Council received information and diversion maps for the closures already 
actioned as follows (papers 13.2.1 to 13.2.9 previously circulated): 
13.2.1 Powys CC – New Schedule Temp Closure B4385 Pentre 25 Mar'24 
13.2.2 Powys CC – Temp Closure C2054 Ch’toke 17 Apr'24 
13.2.3 Powys CC – Temp Closure C2146 Coed Lane 8 May'24 
13.2.4 Powys CC – Temp Closure C2151 Ch’stoke 9 May'24 
13.2.5 Powys CC – Temp Closure A489 Churchstoke 19 Mar'24 
13.2.6 Powys CC – Temp Closure A489 Ch’stoke 20-22 Mar'24 
13.2.7 Powys CC – Temp Closure C2146 Coed Lane 18 Mar'24 
13.2.8 Powys CC – Temp Closure B4385 Pentre 14 May'24 
13.2.9 Powys CC – Temp Closure C2055 Old Churchstoke 22 May'24 
13.2.10 Powys CC – New Schedule Temp Closure B4385 Churchstoke 6-8 

Mar'24. 
 

13.3 To receive for information such other items of highways and rights of way 
correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of the council 
by the Clerk. 
None. 
 

13.4 Reports from CCC to Powys CC/ Shropshire Council: to report and resolve if 
desired, highways/ rights of way maintenance matters, if any. 
The Chair invited Members to bring forward highways matters for the attention 
of the highways authorities. 
 
RESOLVED: 
CCC reports matters for the attention of highways authorities as follows, 
a) A489 at Broadway: rough surface 
b) North Walk: CCC thank the county council countryside services for the 

tree works (to make safe) and reminds the county council about its 
previous considerations of making the surface safer 

c) A489 layby towards Snead: fly-tipping 
d) A489 at Snead: cross road flooding suggests blocked gullies. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

14.0 Correspondence 
14.1 One Voice Wales (OVW)/ Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) 

14.1.1 OVW: National Awards Conference: to receive details and to resolve 
on attendance as an approved duty (paper 14.1.1a-b previously 
circulated). 
Council received information on the awards conference.  The Clerk 
reminded Members the council has a training budget to cover such 
events and invited Members to let him know if they wish to attend the 
training events. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC approves attendance by councillors at the National Awards 
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Conference 27th Mar’24 as approved duty. 
Action – Members 

to inform Clerk 
 

14.1.2 OVW Planning Aid Wales: Joint Event Thu 7th Mar’24, 10.00am to 
2.00pm (remote): to receive details and to resolve on attendance as 
an approved duty (paper 14.1.2 previously circulated). 
Council received information on the joint event.  The Clerk reminded 
Members the council has a training budget to cover such events and 
invited Members to let him know if they wish to attend the training 
events. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC approves attendance by councillors at the OVW Planning Aid 
Wales joint remote event 7th Mar’24 as approved duty. 

Action – Members 
to inform Clerk 

 
14.1.3 OVW: IT Training Free Events: to receive details and to resolve on 

attendance as an approved duty (papers 14.1.3a-b). 
Council received information on the free event.  The Clerk invited 
Members to let him know if they wish to attend the training events. 

Action – Members 
to inform Clerk 

 
14.1.4 To receive and circulate for information such other items of OVW/ SLCC 

correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of the council 
by the Clerk. 

The Clerk reported other correspondence from One Voice Wales/ 
Society of Local Council Clerks, highlighting certain items, which will 
be circulated electronically post meeting where electronic copies are 
available, and set out in appendix 1. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

14.2 General Correspondence: to receive and circulate for information such items 
of general correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk. 
The Clerk reported general correspondence, highlighting certain items, which 
will be circulated electronically post meeting where electronic copies are 
available, and set out in appendix 2. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

15.0 Chairman’s Announcements, Items for Future Agenda & Date of Next 
Meeting 

15.1 Chair’s announcements: to receive for information announcements from Chair 
and Members. 
None. 
 

15.2 Items for future agenda: to bring forward for information, items for 
consideration by the Clerk for future agendas. 
a) The Clerk reported PCSO Aimee Bartlett will be attending the March 

meeting to discuss rural crime. 
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15.3 Date of next meeting: Ordinary Business Meeting 28th March at Hyssington 

Village Hall and remote online. 
 

16.0 Confidential Session 
16.1 Resolution to Exclude the Public and Press: Under the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) to resolve that members of the public 
and press be requested to leave the meeting by reason of the [specified] 
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted. 
 
RESOLVED 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) CCC resolves 
that members of the public and press be requested to leave the meeting by 
reason of the [specified] confidential nature of the business about to be 
transacted. 
 

16.2 Grounds Maintenance & Grass Cutting [confidential reason: commercial 
tenders]: to receive and resolve tenders for Grounds Maintenance & Grass 
Cutting 2024-25 and 2025-26 (paper 16.2a and confidential papers 16.2b-d 
previously circulated). 
The Clerk reminded Members of the specification and reported that three 
commercially confidential tenders have been received from bona fide grounds 
maintenance companies.  Council considered best value of the tenders 
against the specification and the budget available. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC accepts the tender of Groundforce Landscape Ltd, subject to contract, to 
the value of £5,713pa for two years. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

16.3 Confidential Correspondence [confidential reason: data protection of 
individuals]: to receive, and resolve if desired, such other business or 
correspondence of a confidential nature as will be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
Meeting ended – 8.50pm. 
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Appendix 1: Other One Voice Wales/SLCC correspondence circulated post meeting 
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Appendix 2: General correspondence received circulated post meeting 

 

 


